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R. Bs Reaſons 
Unreaſonable. 


| was our Saviour's Dorine, Mat. 7-18, 


20. that a good Tree cannot bring forth evi! 

Fruit ; neither ca a corrupt Tree bring forth 
good Fruit. Wherefore by their Fruits ye ſhall 
knw them. And it ſtands true for ever ; 10 
that upon Certainly knowing the Fruit, we 
may infailibly know the Tree, whether it be 
Good or Evil, Now in all good Actions, 
Love is a Chief Ingredient 3 and in mor evil 
Aftions, Envy doth much Influence. Here- 
by we may make a pretty ſafe Judgment, 
both of Men and their A&tions, whether they 
be Good or Bad ; for Love is of God, and 
ſeeks the real Good of all; as Envy is of 
the Devil, and ſeeks their Hurt and Ruin. Ir 
might be of good uſe ro inſtance ſome Pre- 
dents of each ſort; though my intended 
Brevity will not admit thereof at preſent : So, 
In a general way, do ſay, That the Practice 
of all, in whom the Love of Chriſt prevailet, 
s, To {eck the Good, both of the Souls an 
bogics. of all ; "even of their Enemies; and 
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Dever can, by any Provocation whatſoever he 
prevailed upon, to Detra&, Calumniarte and 
Miſrepreſent their- greateſt Enemies; much 
leſs thereby to endeavour to Influence theCc;. 
vil Magiſtrate agginft them, that fo they might 
come to ſuffer, either in their Bodies, Eſtates 
or Liberties ; being of the Mind of the gogd 
Houſhoulder, who would not admit his Ser. 
vants to pull out the yeryTares from among the 
I/heat, till the HarvesF. 7 

Praying for our Enemies, and doing unto all 
Hen as we would have them to do unto us ;, was 
the DoEtrine of "him whom we all pretend 
to follow : That my preſent Adverfary has 
been in this his Undertaking, acted by this 
{weet and amiable Virtue, which 1s the true 
CharaQteriſtick. of a erue Diſciple and Fol. 
lower of the bleſſed Jeſus, dorh: not appear; 
tho* the contrary it's very evident, hath too 
much prevailed upon him, which hath been 
the Caufe he hath fo grolily miſrepreſented 
us : ' Not to ſay any thing of his abufive Lan- 
guage. And if fo, as I doubt not but what 
follows will make evidently appear ; then I 
hope we may be fatisfied, what place all his 
endzavours will have with all fincere Chri- 
{tians ; ſo that the Pir he digged for his Neigh- 
bour, he is fallen into himſelf. 

He begins his Paper with a very ſad Ac- 
count, viz. * It has been matter of Sorrow 


', and Shame unto me, and many others, 


, that have now left che Quakers Gommu- 
| 6 nion, 


(5) 
 nion, that we ſo long profeſſed the Chri- 
{tian Religion, whilſt we remained fo 1g- 
© norant of the Fundamental Principles of it : 
(The DoCtrine, of the Trinity, or Three 
* Perſons of one Nature and Snbſtance in 
' the Godhead : The Incarnation of the ſe- 
cond Perſon, or Son of God, the Lord 
' Teſus Chrifr : The Satisfa&tion and Artone- 
' ment made unto God the Father,” by his 
* Obedience, and Death upon the Crols : 
' The ReſtrreEtion and Aſcenſion of his Bo- 
dy and Perſon into Heaven : His remain- 
*ing in our Nature, at the right Hand of 
God, in the Glory of his Father, our 
" Head, High-Prieſt, and Interceſſor : The 
"Faith and. full perſwafion of his Second, 
' Laſt, and Ourward Appearance, and Com- 
"ing again to Raiſe the dead Bodics of the 
"Saints, and of all Men, in the great Day, 
'and ſolemn Aflize of all Nations, in which 
'a final and infallible Sentence will be paſſed 
* upon all,: according to the Deeds done in 
"the Body; agreeable ro the plain and po- 
'liive Senſe 'of divers Texts in holy Scrip- 
* ture. 

Truly I am of his Mind, that to re. 
main ſo long/ ignorant whilſt under a 
Chriſtian Profellion of theſe great DoQrines 


and Principles of the very Chriſtian Religis: 


0n, is Cauſe ſufficient both of Sorrow and 


Shame ; but what is that tothe Chriſtan So- . 


(ety, or Socictics, he has joyned himſelf 
A 3 with ? 
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(26+) 
with ?- For except he.can make it” appear; 
thoſe Societies he hath: belonged to, werels. 
norant of them, then: (and not elſe) they 
alſo may come under the ſame RefleRion; 
bar till then, both the Scrrow and the Shame 
is like tolie folely at his.own Noor. © Let rut 
R. B, think hereby to Charge: the |Quake, 

| and render them Guilty of being deteQiye 

| in their Chriſtian Belief of theſe DoRrines, 
| offering that as his Reaſon for. leaving them 


: 
, 


it he do, I doubtnot but to make.the contia. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| ry very evident, to- the blaſting all his vain | 
| Hopes. Firſt, ' Let us ſuppoſe, tho” not grant, | 
| whar he infinuates to be true ; would not | 
Wi 1 this befpeak him; a great Jg»oramas, or wotle, il 
firſt ro joyn with: ſuch a People, and ther 
co continue {orlong with then; bur that which II | 

doth aggravate: his Ignorance 4s, 'that when I ; 

bis now Friend D. $. did Calumniate us in 1 
Print, he ſhould appear in our D_ | 

and wrote 'an-an{wer in- our. Defence, t ; 
y that ſcandalous Pamphler ( as he. then called 
{ _i)-nor thinking (I believe ):then, whidiY , 
| wasSbut in 1694. that he ſhould now writ « 
+ one a great deal more Scandalous himlelt;F ; 
all whichrends lictlero his Reputation, (1-F , 
deed if he were a Man that wanted Bread, it 
were {omething ) and he not being educated 
| 


a Quaker, his ignorant Education cannot 16+ 
fle& on them';; and how much ir was'the 
Fruit of Humoury I will leave to him to' 16s 
tie on. Since this were a- heavy Cha 


if true, That we did not fincerely believe 
theſe great DoCtrines of Chriſtianity, enough 
to offend . any Chriſtian Ear. I ſhall there. 
fore be more particular in my Anſwer, be- 
ing ſorry, that That which R. B. accounted 
the bleſſed Truth, in 1694. ſhould beſo groſ- 
ly Calumniated in 1900. becauſe I believe 
it ro be the bleſſed Truth ſtill. This at moſt 
is biit R. B*s infinuaring Charge, without the 
aſt Proof; fo that my ſingle Teſtimony is 


of equal Authority: I do therefore ſay,” I 


was brought up, and educated in this Way, 
and therefore muſt be granted to know their 
Principles as well, nay, better than R. B. if 


there be any thing in Education; and I am 


well affured, that we do fincerely believe all 
theſe above-mentioned Dodtrines, as ro the 
Matter and Subſtance 'of rhem, and. do only 
difer. with the Church-of England in ſome few 
Words and Terms; and why we ſhould be 
blamed for thar, when we believe the fame 
things; and the more, ſeeing thefe Terms 
arefuch as the Holy Ghoſt did nor ſee meer 
0 expreſs theſe Myſteries by, in the Holy 
Sripttires; tho' Ido fay, if we did nor dit- 
fer with the Church of England about weigh- 
tier Matters than theſe Words or Terms, I 
d nor think 'ir were worth our while to 
Diſſent from Her, Yer et us hear whar G. 
Rith' hath taught on this Head, Way caſt. np, 
Me * And To he) it & well known that 
the Words, Three Perſons, or Three Hypo- 
Wo A 4. ſtaſcs, 


a = / 


ſtaſes, - have made great ;Contention in formn 
times; and divers yudged to be Pious and Learn 
ed Men, 'have denied them, and diſputed againſ 
them; as namely, Jerome ag 2inſt the Three Hy. 
poſtaſes; * and Augulline diſputed ſolidly, Lib, 
5. & 7.. de Trinitate, That the. Words | Three 


\ Perſons | are not properly applicable to the My. 


fery it ſelf, although be doth not know what 
other Names to give, them : And ſurely it is 
too great Preſumption ard Curioſity in any Man, 
to dive further into this Myſtery, 'than what 
God" hath been pleaſed to reveal, or to give Names 
fo it 3 ana yet it is more Preſumption, and [mel- 
keth tankly of a Perſecuting Spirit, to impoſe up- 
01 others theſe words, which the Spirit of God 
hath not Taught, nor. left upon Record in the 
Scriptures, and yet becauſe we do mot own 
theſe Word's of Man's Wiſdom and Spirit, to cy 


_ ont againſt ws, as Blaſphemers, and Deniers of 


72e true Chriſt ; "whereas. we ( the Quakers ) 
believe in, . and own the true Chriſt, more accords 
ing both to his Godhead aud Manhood, more 
according to the Truth, and the Teſtimony of the 
Scripture, than our Accuſers do, as I hope in its 
due place to ſhew. And. in p. 87. faith, Nur 
indeed is there any need of theſe Terms, Three 
Diſtin&t Perſons; but rather they darken than 
explain the Myſtery, which have occaſioned, nt 


only ſome of the Vulgar, but even ſome of 


them, called the Learned, to Err groſly in their 
Concepticns about the Myſtery it ſelf ;, ſure 1 am, 
they are in an Error, occaſioned in great part, by 


thefe 
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(9) 
ileſe unſound; and unſcriptural Terms, of Three: 
Perſons in the Trinity, for Perſons ſignifies 
Subſtances, . and net: the Modes or Properties 

One Subſtance. 

Thus Keith, when a Quaker, ſpoke truly 
of the Quakers, tho" now he acts in a con- 
racy Line. Theſe Men muſt be acknow- 
ldged to be, either Infincere formerly,. or 
elſe they are. Inſincere now : For as we were, 
weare; if we were Erroneous, then Keith 
was Infincere for declaring us Orthodox : 
If we are Orthodox, Kei:h 1s Infincere now 
for declaring us Hcterodox : Nor 1s it in 
this one. Parricular, for if it might be. of 
&rvice, ; I believe I could make it . ap- 
pear, that he.. has declared us in all our 
Principles Orthodox. Here, in this one Par-. 
ticular, we may obſerve how zealouſly he 
Defends our Conſcicncious Scruple, not on- 
ly by the - Authority of theſe Fathers, but 
allo from the Unſcripturalneſs and ill Con- 
[quences of ſuch Terms ; . withal, fully 
declaring our Sincere Belief in the Holy. 
Three, which may be ſufficient to ſhew we 
ae Sound , in Faith, touching the Trinity, 
(ſo called Y I ſhall not ( for Brevity's ſake ). 
lay any more to Vindicate our conſcienci- 
ous Scrupling theſe Words and,Terms, uſed ; 
by R. B. to expreſs theſe Myſteries by, bur . 
ſhall proceed, to ſhew by a Quotation or . 
two, that we are Sound in the Faith, rouch- 
Ing the DoCtrines themſclves; out of torn 
| E:> Boo 
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Book which is generally received by the $9. 
Ciety. 

-* Bur by this, as we do not at all intend 
© either to equal our ſelves ro that Holy Man, 
© the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was Born of 
© rhe Virgin Mary, in whom all the fulneſs of 
© the Godhead dwells Bodily ; nor to de- 
© ftroy the Reality of his preſent Exiſtence; 
©{o neither do we, as ſome have falſly cal. 
©lamniated us. For though we affirm, that 


- © Chriſt dwells in us, yer not Immediately, 


© bur Mediarely, as he is in that Seed which 
"fs in us; whereas he, to wit, the Eternal 
* Word, which was with God, and was God, 
© dwelt Immediately in that Holy Man: 
*He then is as the Head, and we as the 
© Members ; he the Vine,we the Branches— 
{0 God dwells otherwiſe in the Man Je- 
*{us, rhan in us. . We alſo freely reje the 
©Herefie of Aprlinirins, who denied him to 
* have any Soul, bur ſaid, The Body was only 
© 4&ed by the Godhead: As alfo the Error 
* of Eutiches, who made the Manhood to be 
* wholly ſwallowed up ' of the Godhead, 
*:/Wherefore, as we. believe he was a true, 
* and a real Man; fo we alſo believe, that 
© he continues fo Glorified in the Heavens, 


* in; Soul and' Body, by whom God ſhall 


© Judge the World, in the great .and general 
* Day of Judgment,—Neither do we hereby 


© inrend any ways to Leflen,, or Derogate. 


* from the Aronemenrt and Sacrifice 0 f's 
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& (us Chriſt; bur on the contrary, do 
© Magnifie and Exale it. For as we be. 
« lieve all thoſe things to have been certain- 
*]y cranſlated, which are recorded. in the 
© Holy Scriptures, concerning the Birth; Life, 
© Miracles, Sufferings, Reſurre&tion and- AC. 
 cention of Jeſus Chriſt; ſo we do believe, 
 that"it- 15 the Duty of every one to believe 
't, to Whom it pleaſeth God to reveal the 
' ame, and to bring to rhem the Knowledge 
'of it; Yea, we believe it were Damnable 
© Unbelizf, nor to believe, when 10 decha. 
© red ;——revertheleſs, as we do firmly believe 
it was neceflary rhar Chriſt ſhould come, 
bthar by his Death- and Sufterings he might 
' offer up himſelf a Sacrifice ro God, for 
* our Sins, who his own felt bare our Sins 
* inhis own Body of theTree ; ſo we believe, 
' thar/the Remilſlion of Sins, which any par- 
' take -Of, 1s only in and by Vertue of that 
' molt farisfatory Sacrifice,  and' no other- 
© wite'; for ir is by rhe Obedience of that 
© One, - that the free Gift is come upon all ro 
 Juſtificarion, Barclay's Apol. 334: 335. 

Thus, having given theſe Quotations of 
our Fairh, by which'ir doth evidently appear, 
how fallly this R. Brideman hath infinuated 
againſt us, as well as the Soundneſs of our 
Fairh-is ſufficiently declared. 

I thall now proceed, and be more Brief, be- 
cauſe what he offers in the main, is bur 
Trifling. He adds, 7That without the trae Faith 


of | 
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bf them, we cannot be. ſaved; Which true 
Faith he acknowledges, ought to be wrought 
by the Opergtion of the Spirit : I would hope, 
face he belteves it of fo great Concern- 
ment,” he will take care for one, or elle, 
notwithſtanding all his other Performances, 
and going to Church, he 1s like to remain 
ſrill Ignorant of the true Faith of 'them; 
beſides, how can he 'be' fully aſltred whe- 
ther he has the true Faith of them wrought 
by the Spirit, without fricking to his Quaker- 
Principle, of Immediate Revelation. I would 
ſee this R. Bridgman and G. Keith to give over, 
playing upon words, -which is only a trying 
of Skill. If they would betake' themſelves 
like Sampſon, to the great Pillars of our Reli- 
gion, our known and acknowledged Prin- 
Ciples; this were far. more Manly, than 
Trailing, up. a Man of Straw to Fight with ; 
for; then, ;if they could oyerthrow them, it 
would render. chem Sampſons indeed. - Now 
G.'K: when a Quaker, accounted Immediate 
Revelation (as {rated in his Book on that Sub- 
5<&t) and the Univerſal. Principle of Light 


and Grace (which Principle he States and 


Proves in his Books, The Univerſal Free Grace 
of the Goſpel aſſerted) the two great Princi- 
ples 'or Pillars of our Religion, as differing 
from other Societies of Chriſtians ; therefore, 
Oh ye mighty Men, to. work ! 

- R.B. proceeds to Teach of what neceſſity 1t 


' 3srocvery one to be rightly inform'd,concern- 
0 3 


ing 


(13) 
ing thoſe above-mentioned. DoQtrines 3 ads 
ding what a necellary work it is, to yield our 
Love and Obedience to that. Law and Light, 
with which God inſtrufts and enlightens our Na» 
ture; and that without ſome Experience thereaf, 
it is in vain to pretend to any Religion, Whes« 
ther does he offer this as one Reaſon' for 
kaving us, or Digretles, and gives it as Ad- 
vice to his preſent Friends? For it's much 
but he may think himſelf ( notwithſtanding 
all the pretences of Sorrow and Shame )) wi- 
ſer than ſome Older and more Eminent 
Church-men. | 

He goes on, and tells how dangerqus it 
s, © To reduce all Religion and Faith ro- 
' wards God, under a Profellion and Expe- 
' rience of. Light and Truth, without any 
f DiſtinEtion of common and ſpecial Illumi- 
* nation and Grace. + | 

How far he intends. this a Charge againſt 
us, 1 am ;nor like to- know ; bekides, it is 
too gencral for him to expe a particular 
Anſwer ; let. him Charge us but Honeſtly, 
and do his worſt: We know that though 
there are, Diyerſitics of Gifts, yer the ſ4me 
Pirit; and there are differences of Admini- 
ſracions, but, the ſame Lord ; and there are 
dverſities of Operations, but the ſame Godz 
which worketh all in all, 1 Cor. 12. 4, 5, 6 

Next, he chargeth us by Name, for ha- 
Ving ignorantly and ' blaſphemouſly oppoſed this 


we 


Wark of Faith and Reformation z and that 


b 4 : : ( T4 ) ; ©. ; 

| we contradict or devy, it muſt beſpeak great 
' 3$gnorance or obſtinacy : But ſeeing he has been 
ll | o kind, as to account us Blaſphemers and 
'  Jenerant, I will ſubmic to be accounted. 0s. 
| 


Ninate roo, before he ſhall - paſs without 
Rebuke z and do'therefore Deny his Charge, 


' | AandDare him'to prove it. He now being 
upon the high Rope, goes on infinuating, 

| " aye Rejett the Inſtitutions of Feſus Chriſt - which 
' as he faith, is evident from our Writings 
conſtantly publiſhed from our beginning; 

yer he offers nor-one Quotation of them all 

for Confirmation. If what he ſays were 
rrue; what - muſt' we judge of him, as to 

; Joyn and continue fo many Years with ſuch 

| 4 People, Aince ( as he ſays)-Tt 1s evident 
from our Writings conſtantly publiſhed, that 

! we'-reje&t the Inſtitutions of' Jeſus Chriſt, 

" ro which he cannot pretend Ignorance? I 

| | Think he is mightily to blame, thus to Re- 
Li 4 proach his old Friends, and all withour- 
Book; it looks like as if he had left them ra- 

ther- our of Humour, than real Conviftion ; 
for real ConviQion would have demonſtra- 
red it ſelf with a more Chriſtian Temper: 
| When I have added a little more” of his, 
| * -of like Nature, I ſhall ſhew from our Do- 

| Qrine, how oppoſite his Charges are to 

\ | what we Believe, by which his Envy will 
(f -evidently _—_ he faith, '* How under 

. | *©pretence of high Artainments, and further 


* Glory, a Spirit of Pride and great Uncha- 
uh * ritablenels 
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« ritableneſs hath poſſeſſed us, is ſufficiently 
© manifeſt by its Fruits, in Cenfuring and 
« Reproaching| all other Denominations- of 
' profels'd Chriſtians, whom we ſer ar 'a 
6 oreat Diſtance, and account as the World 
( phich tyeth in Wickedneſs 3 with ſome more 
of like nature. et. 

As co this latter, That we account all o- 
ther Denomivations of Chriſtians as the Fork? 
which Iyeth in WWickedreſs ; our Charity is ſo'far 
rerſe to that, that we blieve there may be, 
evenamong Turks and Fes, {uch as beltong.to 
the Catholick-Church ; hear what is faid, Bay- 
lay's Apology, p. 400. of his Works, viz. 

© There may be therefore Members of this 
« Catholick - Church, both among Heathens, 
e Tuks and Fews, and of all the ſeveral 
« forts of Chriſtians, Men and Women, : of 
< Integrity and Simplicity of Hearr, who 
© though blinded in ſomething in their Un- 
« derſtanding, and perhaps burthened with 
© the Superſtitions and Formality of the ſc- 
© yeral Seas, in which they are ingrolled-; 
©yet being Upright in their Hearts before 
* the Lord, chiefly aiming and labouring ro 
© be delivered from Iniquity, and loving to 
© follow Righteouſneſs, are' by the fſecrer 
© Touches of this holy Light in their Souls, 
* inliven'd -and quicken'd thereby, ſecretly 
© united to God, and there-through: become 
* true. Members of this Catholick-Church. Ts 
not this. very oppoſice to his falle S—_ 
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'And' to his other Infinuations, That: we'r& 
duce all ow and Faith towards God, 
under ' a Profeſſion of Life and Truth; with, 
'out any diſtinE&ion-of Commow) ahd' Specj 
'JHumination and" Grace, : and:{o Reject thþ 
-Inftirucions of 'Chrift. 'Sce. p. 405% 'of thi 


ſame Book. | _ 

» © Secondly, The Church is to be conſider. 
© ed, as it fignifies a certain Number of Per 
«£ ſons, gathered 'by God's Spirit, - and by the 
« Teſtimony of ſome of his Servams (raiſed 


< up for that end') unto the belief of the 


« true DoErines and Principles of the Chri. 
< ſrian Faith ; - who, through their Heatts 
© being united by the ſame Love, and their 
© Underſtandings informed in - the ſame 
< Truth, Gather," Mect and Aſſemble. toge- 


© ther' to wait upon-God, to Worſhip: him, 
<and to bear aJoynt-Teſtimony ' for” the 
-© Truth, againfc Error. 


This ir is evident how notoriouſly Falſe 


-ate his Charges and Infinuations' againſt us, 
-what he obſerves of' the Diſagreeableneſs of 


what we Teach or Publiſh, IT ſhould 'have 
chought, the ſmall Earnings his Friend G, K. 
hath tmade thereof ( for it we contider his 


Eminence, 'atid-the great Number of Years | 
. he zealouſly preached and defended out 
Faith,' even nigh thirty Years,” 'which muſt 


be_granced the ' chief of. his natural Life ; 


-and-'yert upon. his Revolr, ſhould be able.t0 
draw off no- more; looks almoſt incredible) 


might 


To  LPB SS zcoOM JF Mr .,£;zAOC . > wire wy wm, me 


x 
«« 


M4 we Hl 
 iight have given ſufficient Check to his «lf 
Glumny. As to- the oppoſiteneſs of our 
principles to true Chriſtianity, is another 
| Egrok Calumny,, without any manner of | 
\ Proof ; however,. we are ready to vindi- hl 
\ Mate them, and ſhew - their  agreeableneſs 
; Eyith the Holy Scriptures, either with this | 

or any other. Adverſary. And for our | 
. EQubling and Shuffling wich dull and appa- 
» Went Sophiſtryz I aſcribe to his want of | 
| Matter, and the effect of Envy : What 'he | 
k 


ſaith of our alcering the Senſe of our own, 1 "nA 
. Rid our Opponents Writings, with more Av 
s of the fame kind, is all of a piece with 1 


the former, and deſerves no. other anſwer THY 
the poor © Man being at a loſs, muſt vent. q.: 
bis Envy fome way. As to thoſe Sounds q | 
Yand Echoes he ſpeaks of, what he intends it 
thereby, is 2 little dubious 3 bur if he has "4. 
tender Ears, and cannot endure great | 
Sounds, I ought ro pity him; for as the | 
"Ying is, He is gone out of hot Love, into red ($ 
re, : 
Moſt of his ninth Page, as far as 1 find, 
6 filled wich his Refentments, for our rc« 
hung G.-K's Arbitrary Summons: And ſince 
ie mentions a Paper writ by. our Friends, i' 
In that occaſion, Titled, 4 wird to the well- 
nelined ; 1 hall for anſwer, refer to thac 
aper, which I doubr ' not,” but will give 
te Impartial entire Satisfaction. As to the 
preading our Books, © can he or any elſe 
| | C blame 
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blame us? Would' any Chriſtian Society 
do lefs; if they were” abuſed” and” railed vn 
in Print by their : Adverſaries, but uſe all 
lawful means to remove the Reproach, and 
vindicate their juſt Caſe? Would. he haye 
us Dumb, that his beloyed Kezth's Scerch Elie 
quence might paſs without Remark ? Then 
I doubt not, but Printing would be ac. 
counted a more <difying Merhod, than 
building Stages, and drawing Mdltitudss 
of People together. What he infinuates of 
the Tricreaſe of our Number, doth not 
well agree with his former account, , of his 
and many others leaving our Societies; 
this ſhould not Increaſe, but Diminiſh our 
Number ; 'tho*. I am willing to agree with 
him in this,. Thope our Doftrine and Faith 
doth take place with many, and yet will 
more abundantly : ' The Lord haſten to ac- 
compliſh and fulfil theſe good. things he 
harh promiſed, that his dear Sbn, our Lud 
Feſus Chriſt, may come to Reign in all 
Hearrs, who has paid ſo precious a Ran- 
ſom ra God fer them. As to the Miſery our 
numerous Profclites are under, in Partia- 
liry and Prejudice, that what is publiſhed 
by our Party, paſſes for Truth, not only 
1m Doctrine and' Fa&t, but, that they con- 
Ceiye a peculiar Preſence of God as a Con- 
rinual Bleſſing chat accompanies them ; and 
the ſame Conceit we have in all we fay 


or do; and that we are fo affected with | 
ci | | tne 
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fe refiſh and favour of ir} thae it-puſfs ns 
up with intolerable Pride, while it appears 
10 us under a diſguiſe of Eumility. ' That 
we ſhould be ſo Partial, and Ftarter. our 
ſaves; "is even againſt Reaſon to believe ; 


for People are moſt apt ro Flatter them< 


ſelves-in an eatie way; but few arc willing 
0 be byalſed in that which may expoſe 
them co ' manifold' Sufferings and Exerciſes :; 
muſt be the dint of Reaton, and force'of 
ConviRtion, that muſt effeR char, to which, 
if God be pleaſed to give the Senſe or Seal 
of his Spirit or Preſence; I will grant to 
him, it is a Confirmation paſt controul ; 'and 
this is ſo far from being the Miſery of any 
People, that it 15 the greateſt Bleſling,, what- 
hever he may think: Bur that we'conceive 
a peculiar Prefence of God, in all we fay or 
; Cannot rell how to give him Credit for, 
bit deſire proof, for I believe it is 2 mi- 
hike, as well as he is miſtaken, that we are 
b feed with the Reliſh and Savour there= 
of, thar ir puffs us up with -Intelerable Pride. 
| ke his Charity is near at an end towards 
; however, he ought to pity us the more, 
Kcauſe, as he ſays, This intolerable Pride ap- 
fears to us under a diſguiſe of Humility, 
Which is the oppoſite ro Pride 3 well, he had 
Reed to have ſome good evidence, fince he 
likes upon him to judge other Mens Hearts, 
aremember our Saviour's DoCtrine, Fudge 
M, that ye be not judped z, for with what judg- 
| B 2 


rent 


Wo 


(20) 
ment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged: This raſh 


judgment of his puts me quite out of cons 


ceit With his fine Comment on true Humility, 

- His eleventh Page appears to me, to be 
2 kind of . Preachment, much like one of 
G. K's new Sermons, Whar he fays of a 
proud-and obſtinare Generation. of Men, 
who under pretence of SubjeCion to a 
Power above the Magiſtrate; being very 
delufive in the Appearance of it: By which 
one might conclude ( if one were as raſh 
in Judgment, as he) that he was' gotren 
from under that Deluſion, to pretend Sub- 
jJeftion to a Power above the Magiſtrate: 
If the good Men, the Martyrs, in Queen 
Mary's tyme, could have done fo, they might 
have ſaved - their Bodies from the Flames; 
however, thoſe that believe Magiſftracy to be 
God's Ordinance, and are deſirous to be 
ſubjeA to God, cannor be ill SubjeRs, not- 
withſtanding R. B*s Infinuations. He Inſt 
nuates, that being taught that Reaſoning is 
Dangerous in things of Religion, they ſtop 
their Ears, and cloſe their Eyes, &c. 

If any that comes to us ſhould be fo unwiſe, 
it's tO be feared they may not continue ſo long 
with us as R. B. did ; tor theſe that comes t0 
us, had need ro have both their Eyes and 
Ears open, for there is a daily Croſs to. bc 
born by all the Diſciples of crucified Jeſus. 
His Envy grows ſo big, that he cannot {et 


the Dead alone, even that Perſon, whom he 
in 
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in. 1694+ gave Teſtimony, had-laid: down 
his Head in Peace; now he accounts him 
of a melancholly Temper, and an ignorant 
Education, which blown up by a Spirit of 
Enhaſiaſns, gave Birth to his FaCtion, in.thoſe 
Hurricane Times, when the Church lay delpoil- 
ed of her Power and Priviledges: So thar 
by this Man's Account, not only G. F:; bur 
even all che Quakers, are ſtark Naught 5, this 
is he which judgech others guilty of great 
Uncharitableneſs : Let us hear what G. K. 
lays of the Quakers, ftince he was diſowned by 
them, even in 97. in his Explications, p.39,viz. 

* But yer Ido afhrm, that I have found di- 
vers that go under that name, that tro my 
' Underſtanding and Apprehenfion, have made 
'2g00d Progrels in ſpiritual Experiences, and 
' her ſpiritual Atrainments of Knowledge 
'and Vertue; and I do continue in my real Per- 
' \waſion and Belief, that there was a good 
' Work of God upon the Hearts of many of 
'thar People, and his mighty Power did ſtir 
'and operate in them, as I hope it doth ſtill 
*continue in ſome to do unto this day. 

Thus Keith correfts Bridgman ; and well 
he may, if we conſider what George muſt of 
neceſlity once have known , to Pity is now 
lain, and to Pray for, I want Faith ; fo ſhall 
lave him to God ; Bur ſince R. B. refers for 
Proof ro the entexance of the Fournal, of the 
Deceaſed, I ſhall refer thither alſo, not doubt- 
Ing but the impartial will differ with Bridg- 

B 3 may 
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hn in "their Judgthent : GC, F.- was well 
known mn his Day,'and both his'perſona 
Acquaintance and Works gives Rridemas 
the 'Lye:; This Maii' is {o very grof6; I ſhall 


-0f this Head -only return him as a fuithe 


Reply; what Michael reryrned the Devil 
The Lord Rebuke thee. [5 

'Whar he would Thſimzare of the'Riſe of 
the Guakers, thar t was when the Church 
lay ſpoiled of her Power and” Previledves ; 
tho? the Quakers were then in grear Pro 


Fperity and Peace, whenas in Truth, they 
 werealfo great Sufferers,and many of them in 


Prifons and Dungeons for their Te&fmony ; 


However, this young Convert talks like a gal- 


lant %n of the Church, and''as bravely 
doth he undertake to inform her ; it's 


young days for him to conceit himlclf 
-wiler- than his Teachers; yer he is {eckin 
out Expedients how to heal the Breach, and 
reſtore the Waſtes ; His preſenr Thonghis 
fe, 'by 2 laborions and diligent ' Inſtruttimn if 
"Youth, ard derettimo of Error, by pen an 


free Conferences, udicioaſly manaped, in av 
Parts of the Nation. 

How the Miniſters of the Church will Ik 
this, I will not determine : But to met 
{cems they were defe@ive in R. B's Account 
or le whar need is there of this Propoſal 
it he would not have them to be, more D! 


gent and Laborious? And if ſo, they at 


nut Dilizent and Laborious enough ; cou 
quent 
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quently DefeCtive ; ox would he have them 
nke in Him, and-F. Bugg to their Afſiſtance ? 
How he wonld have; the Conferentes 'mana- 
ged in the divers parts of the Nation, - he 
hath not ſufficiently caught ; he only ſays, 
Fulliciouſly 3 bur whether he intends that the 
Church ſhall Summons all the ſeveral Srciertes 


' of Chriſtians in the Nation, to Diſpute, as 


6. K. Syummon'd the Quakers at Turner's-Hall, 
or the Church ſhall ſtate, as ſhe ſees :meer, 
al the Principles of the ſeveral Socicries, 
and ſo refute them, and none of the ſeve- 
ral Societies to' be there ; or if preſent, not 
ſaffered to vindicate their feveral and re- 
ſpective Principles; or he intends all to 
have liberty to. oppugn one another's Prin» 
ciples, tho” - this is a Power /R. B. (1am 
apt. to think ) will ſcarce grant Diſſenters ; 
Or muſt;iche Church be ſole Plaintiff, and 
all others only Defendants? The words, oper 
and free Conferences, implies all the ſeveral 
forts ſhould have liberty to viadicare their 
ſeveral Principles; of what conſequence 
this might be to the King's Peaceable Govern- 
ment, I Will leave to more competent Judg- 
ments, and the Churches Confideration. 

R. B. having made theſe Propoſals ro the 
Church, proceeds very warmly, declaring 
what a lamentable thing it is, that in a 
Chriſtian Nation, the publick Seals and 


J Badges of its Communion ſhould be (light- 


ed, negle&ed, oppoſed and rejeRted, by a 
B 4 fort 


Ce 2 om 


bs. on $ - 


ftiani;y doth not deſtroy Morality, for I think, 


fort and number of Men, that will not be ac: 
countable in mattet 6f FaCt,- for their Mi. 
flakes and Abuſes. . That he here intends 
the Quakers, T need not to me for I 
take his whole Paper to be deſigned as 1 
valliant Sally again them ; -yet, ſceing he 
doth not alfo tell us, what theſe publick 
Seals and Badges are, I muſt be at a loſs, 
what he intends thereby, his words are ge. 
neral, and doth imply we are guilty of 
lighting, negletting, OF. all the Seals and 
Badges of the Chriſtian Religion; which is 
a ligh Charge, yer ſince it is falſe, we may 
the better bear it. : Now, with his leave, 1 
conceive the Seals/and Badges of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion are' many ; -I would ask him, 
whether nor Swearing, be not 'one ?. And 
what he thinks of Mat. 5.'33, 34. Alſo 
whether to. preach the Goſpel' freely, be not 
another? -And what he thinks of Mart. 10.8. 
And whether: mt to Fight nor Perſecute, make 
not up two more?-And what he thinks of 
Atat. 5. 38, 39. & 26.52. Fobn 18. 35. fames 
4. 1. 2 Cor. 10. 4. Luke 9. 55, 56. & Mat. 
T3, 28, 29, 30. Nay, doth nor Chriſtianity 
take in the Meiral Law? And if fo, then 


, will come in Jwwing our Neighbour as our 


fetves; which Badge, I ſhould have been 
glad tro have ſeen more worn by him ; that 
would have given ſome evidence of his be- 
ing Religious; for I am ſatisfied, true Chri- 
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2n honeſt, ſober, and juſt Liver, is. prefer- 
2ble toa ſuperſtitious Pilgrim; and thar there 
is more Virtue in Praying-for our Enemies, 
than viſiting, an old 'Relick. I ſee not how 
he comes to reckon us a fort and number 
of Men, that will not be accountable in 
matter of FaQ, for our Miſtakes and Abu- 
ſs: For he gives no Inſtances; I may fay, 
he has a fine Art in abuſing by whole- 
ale, without proof. . We have always been 
ready to give a fincere account of the 
Hope that 1s in us ; which is evident from 
the many Acounts on that Head publiſhed, 
and all has been our readineſs ro take 
notice of every occaſion that did offer, 
wherein 'ir might be of Service. I hope 
R, B, would' not have us take our Religion 
upon ' his Authority ;z Would he be for 
Whipping in, as well as our of - the Tem- 
ole? When once Religion is turned, from 
inward Senſe, tro outward Preſcriptions ; 
and from ' Conviction and Reaſon, to im- 
plicite Faith'and blind Obedience ; I think 
a true Senſe of God will be far gone, it 
will then be time for the Magiſtrate to ſee 
that the Laws are duly executed, for Con- 
ſcience muſt be much a-ſleep. 

All that he has hitherto offered, has been 
only his -bold and envious Say-ſoes, - and 
Charges without all ſhew -of Proof; where- 
fore it is high time, for what he has 
further co offer, to produce ſome = 

. 0 
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of Evidence; he begins thus: * It: is a mol 
* lame and ſcandalous Infinuation, again 
© the Inſtitution.:and \Praftice .of: outward 
© Baptiſm, which, G,, Whitehead advances in 
© his [Rector Examined, P. 27. ſaying, Wha 
© chis Rettor, ( meaning. Mr. - Meriton ) ca 
© demonſtrate a probatum eſt, of fuck Virtue iy 
© that poor Element ( as he calls it ) of Water 
© Baptiſm, as. to cure - polluted and Elem &d 
© Souls ; as if the illue or effets. of a Mean 
* that is. preſcribed, muſt :determine the 
* right .or lawfylneſs of its Inſtitution or 
* Practice, withourt.any Exception ; ; he may 
© at the ſame rate queſtion the Authority 
* of : otr Lord Jeſas. Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
* in their Teaching and Preaching, becaulc 
* miny that heard them were not ctfeCtually 
* Cleaned, rſt 

*Tis a. wonder to:ſee.a Man . of fach Pre- 
rentions, fo lame in Matter, and fo abuſive 
in, his Charges: | His charging G, W. with 
lame and .ſcanduloas Infinuations againſt the I 
fitution and Prattice of Water- Baptiſm, - and 
yer offer no betrer-proof, than this one fay- 
ing-of G. I's to the 'Refor ; we muſt un- 
derſtand, that G..#/'s, thus ſpeaking, was even 
natural from the Gompariſons brought by 
the. Refor, viz. Ndaman's waſhing 'in Jordan, 
and the blind Man's waſhing in the Pool of Sl- 
loam: To which G. W. arguts, ad homi- 
nem, that if the Retor could demonſtrate 


ſuch Vertue in Water-Baptiſm to the can 
ns 
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Mens Sonls of their Infirmities, as Fordan 
had ro Cure the Body of Naamran, and the 
Pool of 'Sildgm had to reſtore Sight to the 
Blind, then his Comparifons were of force ; 
otherwiſe, Why did the ReQtor bring them 2? 
Was it only 'to fill up Paper ? Now if the 
Reffor and this R. B. would from hente 
allude, the Efficacy of 7Parer- Baptiſm to the 
Curing of Svuls, fince we maſt grant, nei- 

f theſe Warers had that Vertue effen- 
tially in .them, being only made effeftual 
by the Grace and Bleſſing of that Power 
which appointed them 3 will ir not then þe 


proper ro enquire into the effefts, ro fee, if 1! 


they be anſwerable ; and that which Bives 
grearer Suſpicion that R. B. grants Wattr- 
Baptiſm available. ro Cure the Soul, is his 
Compariſon of 'Chrift”s and rhe Apoſtles Preach- 
ing, that" G. W. might at the ſame rate [que- 
ftion their Anthurity, becauſe that many that 


beard them, were not effeftually cleanſed : Now, || | 
' tho" many that heard them were not ; yet |}: 


many rhar heard them were. So, tho' a 
great many that are baptized with . out- 


ward Water remain uncleanfed, yet if ei- + 
ther the 'Reffor, or rhis R. B. can make |j* 
proof, that . many or any ' are cleanfed by |}: 
' Water-Baptifſm, it will anſwer G. W's proba- | 


zum ft; for G. W. is not ſ0 unreaſonable 'as 
not to admit of any Exceptions, fo that 
R. B. may diſpoſe of his lame and ſcandalous 
Inſinuatiovns elſewhere. But till ſuch time as 

R. B. 
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R. 'B. can make ſuch proof, let him ng 
blame us in holding to thoſe Remedies thx 


we know are appointed by God for tha 
purpoſe, and that are efteCtual for: that end, 


| as the Blood of Chriſt, and the Operation of the 
| Holy Ghoſt, R. B. adds, And in the Commiſj. 
on that was given, Mat.. 25. 19. there is w 
' mire mention mage. of outward Teaching, than 


of outward Baptiſm ; and the Quakers may as 
ell rejeff Teaching with Wards, as Baptizing 
with Water. 

What way he has to propound to Teach 
the. Nations the Faith of Chriſt, ſave by 
Words, I know not ; however, I hope to 


* ſhew, that we have more reaſon to que- 
| ftion V/ater-Baptiſm, than we have to que- 


\ grim outward Teaching. To that end, that 
may both briefly -and clearly ſtate the 


Caſe, I will here preſent, what all the Evan- 


gcliſts that rakes notice of our Saviour's 
Diſcourſe art thar time, when he gave that 
Commiſſion, ſays concerning it ; .,.by which, 


T-have ſome hopes we may perceive, whe- 


ther outward or [piritual Baptiſna Was intend- 
ed by our Saviour; and it it doth appear 
what Baptiſm was the Subje& of our Savi- 
our's Diſcourſe, tho not expreſly mentioned 
in the Commiſſion, I hope ir-may ſuffice. 
Luke has it thus, And that Repentance and Re- 
miſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in his Name, 
among all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem, and 
ye are witneſſes of theſe things: Tarry ye in A 
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City of Jeruſalem, until ye be endued with Pow-" 


& from on bigh, Luke 24. 47, 48, 49. All 
Power is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth. 
Go je therefore and Teach all Nations, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Sim, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Mart. 28. 18, 19. 
find being aſſembled together. with them, com- 
manded them that they ſhould not depart from 
Jeruſalem, but wait for the promiſe of the Fa- 
ther, which ( faith he ) you have beard of me : 
Fir John truly Baptized with Water, but ye 


ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, not many 


days bence, ACts 1. 4, 5. Go ye into all the 
World, preach the Goſpel to every Creature ;, be 
that believes and is baptized, ſball be ſaved, Mar. 


6, 15. 16, Thus we have the Subſtance 


of what Chriſt ſpake on this SubjeQz by all 
which, in all reaſon, it ſhould remam no 


longer a doubt, what Baptiſm. was there in-; 
tended, as the the Goſpel-Baptiſm;, upon all 


which I am willing to make thele few 
following Obſervations : 

Firſt, That theſe Relations of the ſeveral 
Evangeliſts, relating to, and being an Ac- 
count of our Saviours Diſcourſe, concerning 
this SubjeEt, ar his Farewel, was therefore 
ſpoke at one and the ſame time. 

Secondly, That it is clear, that the Papti/m 
infiſted on by our Lord, was his own /piri- 
tual Baptiſm, even that of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and is fo particularly exprelſed, as well as 
confirmed, by other Phraſes and Terms Sys 

nonimous 


' 
C 


ED — 
4 = y Wn — 


(30) 
nonimous; as the Power from onbigh, the Dro. 
rife of the Father," GC. 

.iTbirdly, Since it 1s evident: that the Dif. 
courſe of ' our Lord, relating to Baptiſm, 
was not of Water, but the Spirit, which 
he then promiſed they ſhould witneſs 
many days hence 5 and thereupon bids them 
tarry at Feruſalem, till they were. endued ; 
then bids them Go Teach all: Nations, bapti- 
2ing them into the Name of the Father,&C. And 
we know moſt 'cemmanly, the Name of the 
Father, &Cc. ſ1gnities, his Power, Life and Ver- 
tue; nay always, when it relates to more 
than a bare naming of him. and it was this 
the Nations wanted ro be. baptized into, 
even into a ſpiritual and heavenly Life, and 
the true and proper: Signification of the par- 
ticle g;, in the Text, is &#to, and not is, 10 
it naturally followeth the' Baptiſm :in the 
Text was Spiritual Baptiſm. Y 

 Fourthly, Seeing it was the Baptiſm of the 
Spirir, our Lord was treating of ; there was' 
no'nced, when he came to give the Commil- 
ſton, to expreſs it afreſh, (though I do ſay 
Baptiz.ing into. the Name of the Father, GC. 
doth fignifie Spiritual Baptiſm, ) it being the 
Subje& of his Diſcourſe at that JunRure ; cho' 
if he had intended Water, there had been 


an abſolute Neceſſity to have mention'd it, 


becauſe it had been an altering the Subject 
of his preſene Diſcourſe ; even fram Spiriwu- 
al co Elementary - Baptiſm, | | 

Fifibh, 
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nibh, The very. Name of the Commil- 
fcn doth. much prels. che neceſſity of {piri- 
tual Baptiſm, fince it, was-to the Nations that 
ay in much. Wickedneſs, and' therefore peed- 
ed that /piritual Baptiſm, by which they mighe 
become Children of Gad, and Heirs of Hea- 
Ve. Wile , <li 
Sixtbly, Seeing it was this /pirityal' Bape 
iſm the Nations wanted, therefore it was, 
our Saviour. was ſo very particular and care- 
ful, that the Apoſtles ſhould tarry at Fera« 


{alew, till they were baptized themſelves ; 


for he knew right well, that thoſe 'thart 
were not baptized themſelyes, could nor ſa 
much as be inſtrumental to the baptizipg of 
others ; for: thoſe that were not born again 
themſelves, could not be proper Perſons 40 
the begeting of others: And becauſe our 
Lord knew, this to be .an extraordinary 
work, which he had commanded them to; 
lo he was equally encouraging, telling them, 
All Power in Heaven and in Earth was gis 
ren unto him, and he would be with them 
always. 

Seventhly. and Laſtly, How can we think 
our Lord intended Water-Baptiſm, when at 
the ſame time, he applies Wator to Fohn, as 
tclonging tg. his- Diſpenfariop, ſaying, Fob 
Iry. baptized. with Water, but- ye ſhall 'be bap- 
lized with the Holy Ghoſt ? The very reliſh: of 
thels Words. as this inſtant, ar giving this 
Commiltiog. is enepgh, I ſhould. think yr 

tishe 
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tisfie ally, that it was far from out Lord ton, 
ſtiture Water, whenhe applies ir thus to Fahy, 
as a thing paſt. And truly, very 'Reafon it 
{elf is on our fide ; for how ſhould thar grear 
Meſſenger of the Everlaſting Covenant, whoſe 
Diſpenſation ſhould fulfil and end all prece- 
ding Diſpenſations; and whom they all did 
bur darkly repreſent, that he ſhould rake up 
the chief CharaQteriſtick and Material part 
of the very preceding-Diſpenfation ; were 
not this rather to adopt, than fulftl and end? 
And would not this, be and remain, as a Vail 
and Cloud upon his own Glorious -and Spi- 
ritual Diſpenſation, which is Spiritually and 
Subſtanrially, what the others were Ourward- 
ly, Materially and Typically ? Glory to God 
for ever. Well, I muſt remember, I am 
not- writing a Treatiſe of Bapti/m, but only 
anſwering an Adverſary ; yet am willing to 
add a few words of G. K's out of his Pres- 
byterian and Independant Viſible Churches, printed 
1691. Þ. 182, 183. | 

And if any were raiſed up by the Lord, as 
John was, and could prove and inſtruf their be- 
ing ſent to Baptize with Water as he 2pas, theſe 
zo whom they ſhould be ſent,' ought 'gladly to re 
ceive it ; but to do it by bare Imitation, 'or a meet 
pretended Call, which they cannot prove to be 
either Mediate or Immediate, us great Preſumf- 
tion, yea, Superſtition ; and to call that a Com- 
mand of God, which he hath given'them no Com: 
mand to prattiſe, is to. ſet up the Precepti of 


Men, 


A OA aa TT, ww a. 


$_—_ mn. 


4 Ob CO [-[ſ>_nce —T_—— TT 


(33) 


Men, in the room of God's Commandments, as 


the Phariſees did of Old, and is a taking of bi; 
Name in vain; for which he will not hold them 
guiltleſs : and they can never prove, by all their 
Art and Skill, that Warer- Baptiſm 15 command 
ed by Chriſt, Mart. 28. 18, 19. for all God" s Coms- 
mands and Precepts, eſpecially of publick Inſtitu- 
tion, relating to the Church, are expreſs, in ſo 
many expreſs words, and are not left to' be gather- 
ed by uncertain and doubtful Conſequences. When 
Gd ſent John to Baptize with Water, Water was 
expreſſed but in the Apoſtles Commiſſion to Bap- 
fize, no mention is made of Water; nor no 2vords 
of Inſtitution commanded to be uſed ;, but the com- 
mand is, Go, Teach, baprtizing all Nations 
into the 'Name of the Father, the' Son, and 
the holy Ghoſt. ' And the Name of either the 
Father, or the Son, or the holy Ghoſt, is moſt fre- 
quently, if not always uſed in Scripture, to [jo+ 
wie Power and Lite'; as, The Name of the 
Lord is a ſtrong Tower : ' Thy Name 1s as 
Ointment poured forth, &'c. + | 
Thus we fee Keith, after havin# been a 
=_— nigh, if nor altogether, 30- Years, 
out Zealous in his Teſtimony - againft 
Water-Baptiſm, and ſays, It Can' never be 
proved from Mar. 28. 18, 19. And if Waters 
7 4m can never be; proved, how - much 
can Sprinkling Infants be proved, for 
which there is nenthter 'Precept nor: PraRtice 
8 all the Bible ? And yer this is the Bopii/nr 
LB, muſt ſtand by. . S 
| C Ic 
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{t will be neceſſary ro ſhew, that the Mini. 
\ '| ftersof Chriſt may Infrumentally, ori Miniſte. 
'M! rially,Baptize with this Spiritual Baprifm in- 
| oi deed ir were Gros, if any held, that any 
Man or Men, had Power to Command, or 

Give the Holy Ghoſt ; bur I doubt not, but 
W | it will be Plain, as well as Orthodox, That 
| the Apoſtles were the Means or Inſtrament, 
| ff tho* Chriſt che Principal, by which the holy 
Ghoſt was given ; which when 1 bavedone, 
I hope | have performed what will be &- 
pected from me at this time. My ktrſt proof 
thall be from- A#s 10. 44- While Peter jet 
ſpake theſe Words, the boly Ghoſt fell on all them 
which” heard the Word. To this plain. matter 
of Fact, what can be objetted, or who dare 
il deny, bur Peter's Preaching was the Means, 
or Iaſtramenta} Cauſe, of their being thus 
eminently Baptized. with the Holy Ghoſt; 
this paſſage exaRly agrees, and runs paralle 
| with our:Lord's Command, of Teaching all 
Nations, Baftizing them, &Cc, for as the Text 
words #5;jit implies, that to Teach Bap- 
Lizing, went. together, and was performed by 
Chrilt's Preſence. attending their Miniſtry; 
lf 1o here, not only by /Precepr, but by Pr 
|] ice; and Matter of Fa is true,for tbrough 
[| Perer;s Preaching, they ,both-heard the Word, 
and were baptized . with the Holy Ghoſt, 
at. One and the fame inſtant, A&s 11. 15, 16: 
And..25, our Savienr Haid in another. Cale, 
Ay Father works hitherto, andl 1work. ns 
17 (1115 
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this Power be granted ( as indeed it ought) 
to Chriſt, and that Chrift doth Principally 
or Originally Baptize with the Holy Ghoff, 
- alſo that he adminiſters it as it pleaſes 
im, cither Immediately, and withour all 
ouward Means, or Mediately, and by In- 
fruments) yet his Servants that are by him 
Commiſſianated, may be truly faid Inſtru- 
mentally to Baprtize with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
may ſay, Chriſt worketh hitherto, and we 
work. So I would have all be very careful 
that they do not oppoſe what they do nor 
nderſtand, bur rather fall in with Peter, and 
iy, What are we, that we ſhould withſtand God? 
Tho' ſeveral Texts of like import might be 
produced, that proves this Truth, yet for 
Brevity ſake, ſhall conclude with this one, 
Gal. 3. 5. Thws only would 1 learn of you, recei- 
ved je the Spirit by the Works of the Law, or by 
the Hearing of Fajth? He therefore that mint- 
freth to you the Spirit, and worketh Miracles a- 
mong you, doth be it by the Works of the Law, oz 
by the Hearing of Faith? Thus it is clearly 
proved, that the true Miniſters are Miniſters 
of the Spirir, and do miniſter ir. And as 
Paul faith, They were made able Miniſters of the 
New Teſtament, not of the Letter, but of the Spirix. 
R. B. begins a new Charge thus, But to 214- 
mfeft how liable they are to pervert the true ſenſe of 
matter ; ſee what G. Whitchead ſays concerning 
the Supper, P. 35. of bx ReCtor Examined, 
Where be produces ſome Teſtimonies cus of the 
| C 2 Book 
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Book of Martyrs to favour bs Caſe, which | 
conſidered are direly againſt it. Ihave examin'{ 
the Quotations, and for further ſatisfa&tion, 
if R. B. will not be offended, I will be { 
Ingenuous, both to Tranſcribe them, and 
the cnd for which G. W. produced them (in 
G. W's own Words) by which the Impartia 
may perceive the falſeneſs of R. B's Charge: 
And note, he doth not bring this ſo much t9 
detect this particular Perverſjon of G. I; 
(as he accounts it) bur thercby to ſhew, 
how apt we are to pervert the true ſenſe of 
matter ; ſo that we may reaſonably conclude, 
he would not bring one of the meaneſt in 
his Budger, ſince it was to be his Goliah. 
Theſe following are G. #/*s Words, and 
therein is exprellcd the end for which he quo- 
red the following Teſtimonies. And that the 
Bread and the Cup which Chriſt gave at his Sup- 
per, were a Figure, or Typical, was confeſſed by 
divers eminent Martyrs, as John Frith in bs 
Reaſons upm the Sacrament, treating of Chrif 
the promiſed Seed, ſaith, Likewiſe the ſame 
Promiſe was made unto Moſes, the mot 
meek and gentle Captain of the 1/raelites, 
which did not only himſclf. believe on 
Chriſt, which was ſo often promiſed, but 
alſo did prefigurate him by divers Means, 
both by the Manna which came down from 
Heaven, and alſo by the Water which iſſued 
out of the Rock, for the refreſhing the Bo- 
dics of his People. Neither is it to be coor 
| ed, 


37 
ed, but .that both ' Manna and this Water, had 
2 prophetick Myſtery in them, declaring the 
very ſelf-ſame thing, which the Bread and 
the Wine doth now declare unto us in the 
Sacrament :- For thus ſaith St. Auguftine, Who- 
ſever did underſtand Chriſt in the Manna, 
did eat the ſame ſpiritual Food that we do ; 
but they: which ' by that Manna ſought only 
20 fill their BelJies, did eat thereof, and are 
Dead. On - the Margent it is, Manna, and 
the Water of the Rock, a Figure of Chriſt's Body: 
Bead and Wine a Figure likewie of Chriſt's Bo- 
d), 1 Cor. 10. See 2 Vol. Mart. p. 30s. print- 
ed 1641. , And Dr. Cranmer, Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, confeſſeth Chriſt's Speech, i. e.|this 
1s my Body] to be Figurgtive and quoting Ams= 
brole in 1 Cor. 11. he calleth the Bread and 
the Cup Signs, a Type, (Figure or Sign of 
the Blood of Chriſt, and of his Benefit ( In 
bs Diſpucations in Oxford, Vol. 3. Mar. p. 59. 
and Chap. 54. ibid.) he ſaith, The Fleſh liverh 
dy Bread, bur the Soul is inwardly fed by 
Chriſt, And Dr. Ridley (Biſhop of London) 
in bis Diſputations at Oxford, /aith, And as 
one of the Fathers faith, A Figure 1s 1n vain, 
where the thiog lignified is preſent, ibid. p.7 4. 
And p. 75, 76. in oppoſition to the Popiſh Do+ 
Urine of Tranſubſtantiation, be ſaith, The Say- 
Ings of the Fathers declare ir to be a Figu- 
Ruve Specch, as appeareth in Origen, Ter- 
lian, Chryſoftom, ( in opere imperteQo ) 
4uguſtine, Ambroſe, Baſil, Gregory Nazienzen, 
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Hilary, and moſt plainly in Bertram. Thug 
we have both the end for which G. #/ 
quoted them, in his own Words, and the 
whole Quorations themſelves. 

For my part I cannot find any Perver. 
fon; and it ſtands R. B. upon to mani- 
feſt ic-more plainly, if there be any ; what 
becauſe ſome of them was brought to op- 
poſe the DoRrine of Tranſubſtantiation, there. 
fore they are no good Arguments to G. W's 
purpoſe, to prove that they were Figures ? 
R. B. might have ſaved his Quotation, to 
prove that, for G. I. acknowledges it; fo 
ſays R. B. The Martyrs intended one thing, 
and G. W. would make them to intend ano- 
ther. May I not ſay, O pertinent Logici- 
an ! Is there not divers Texts in holy Scrip- 
ture, that one and the ſame Text holds out 
ewo or more Principles of Faith ? And 
what, becauſe one of theſe Texts is brought 
to prove one of thefe points, if one offer it 


for proof of another, muſt it be accounted \ 


a Perverſton ? I hope nor. 

His next Charge is, That the F.th of the 
Boly of Chriſt, now abſent in Heaven, is loſt a- 
2mong us. I believe he here ſpeaks Truth of 
us againſt his will, and faves himfclf telling a 
great Lye thereby ; for that Faith is indeed 
loſt, nay it never was received by us, 'Thatthe 
Body of Chriſt is now abſent in Heaven ; 
we have always, and ſtill do, believe it to be 


there prefent, Theſe are fic Reaſons to thew 
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his leaving us was out of Envy ; for I hope 
[have made it already manifeſt, that we be- 
eve. the. Exiſtence of the Body of Chrift 
in Heaven, as really as any Chriſtians 
whatſoever. As to his hopes and dependance 
on the autward Baptiſm and Supper, as two 
fuch Pilfars and Supports of the Chriſtian 
Faith: 1, may advertife him, that ſuppoſe 
they were. what moſt Proteſtants account 
chem to be, yet if he have not regard ro 
ſomething beyond them, he may find him- 
ſelf miftaken in the end; and the Army of 
fhaddon. may compaſs him abour. To con- 
clade, what I have to ſay concerning them 
at preſent is, Thar as many as do practice 
them out of pure Conſcience to God, belie- 
ring the fame co be their Daty, we are cha- 
ritable cowards them, hoping in time they 
will come to ſee furcher, as they continue 
true Seekers of God. 

His next is, he faith, I: « a ſpeciozs pretence 
the Quakers have made to the Vertue and Effica- 
of the imvard Principle, as having therein an 
frt of Extrattion, by which they perform, as by 
ne ſingle Still, all that can be propoſed from the 
variety in @ Laboratory. 

This /pecioxs pretence ( as he calls it) rightly 
(ated, will ftand all Winds and Weathers : 
For, this Principle in ir ſelf, as held by the 
Quakers, is no other than the ord Ged, 
m whom was Liſe, and the Life the Light of 


Men, John 1. 4. Tho' the Quakers are nq 
C 4 ſuch 
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_ fay, .This inward Principle, not divided, but 


40" 
juch ill Diſtinguiſhers, that if R. B.. will by 
ſo barbarous, as to divide the: particular 
Meaſure or Manifeſtation from the fulnek, 
and the purchaſe of that Bleſſing (tho' tha 
is a Preſumption the Quakers dare not at 
tempt, becauſe God, as Father, Word and 
Spirit, is preſent therein ) to ſay, Thac tha 
particular Meaſure and Manifeſtation, ſo di- 
vided, is ſufficicnt: Tho* they do boldly 


conjunttly raken as aforeſaid, is able. to e- 
fect whatever is needful ; yet this doth not 
lead us to flight any of the leaſt means ap- 
pointed of God, as helps in the Work of 
our Salvation ; for there are many things ve- 
ry ufcful and highly needful towards an 
End.; yer Cannot be faid ta be abſolutely 
neceſſary ; and yet who fo unwile-as to re- 
jeR them ? Ar the ſame rate R. B, might 
find fault with St. Fobn, who told the Belie- 
yers of l;is time, That they had received an Un- 
Him from the Holy One, and they knew all things, 
and that they needed not that any Man ſhould 
Teach them ;, but as the ſame Anointing ſhould 
Teach them of all Things, Tho” the Apoſtle, 
no more than we, intended hereby to lay 
waſte Goſpel Means, or outward and inſtru- 
mental Helps, appointed by God. What he 
adds of Williars Penn's Ranting at an unrea- 
ſonable rare, and diſparaging the Repuration 
of our Principles ; I muſt fay, doth not be- 
WY ESR come 


(41) 
come him.3. if he had only regarded Civility, 
ir would 'haye taughc him better Language. 


Doth he think his going ro. Church will 


riviledge him to abuſe by Authority? Nay, 
badly, many of themare Men of better Tem- 
per, and moxe -Honour :*Nor can I think he 
ares how much 7/, P. difparages our Prin- 
ciple, tho* the, Truth of his Heart may be, 
that he thinks him too great an Honour to 
it; neither can I believe, that the repute of 
our PrinCiples affords him any great plea- 
ſure. His charging G. Whitehead with irre- 
larity of Pra&tice, without producing proof, 
ath not_.beſpeak him a Man of Honour ; 
for a Perfon of worth would abominate tq 
impeach Men of Note, wichout producing 
ſome good Ground for ſo doing. P. 9. He 
has more Cauſe to refle& upon his own In- 
dvility, for expoſing in Print, part of G. Hs 
private Letter to his Father-in Law, unduly 
ntercepted, rogether with his own angry Re- 
ſentments and Defamarions againſt G. IF, &Cc: 
[om ſure (faith R. B. ) no Principle of Truth, 
ever taught W. P. to advance ſuch a Notion of 
tte Cornpoſetion of Man, as he delivers in p. 71. 
f bis Primitive Chriſtianity. Man (lays W. P.) 
8 I ſaid juſt now, is a Compoſition of both 
ods ; his Body of this, bis Soul of the other 
old, IF R. B. has a beucr Notion of the 
dmpolition of Man to advance, I ſhould be 
ad to hear it, tho* a truer I am confident 
k cannot ; ſo that I cannot but tell him, he 
is 
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World without end.. Upon which R. B. Com- 


"— 
is miſtaken in fo raſhly judging 7. P's No- 
tion: Is it not apparent, that our Bodies are 
of this World ? Yet, where is the Perſon 
that believes that the Soul is a Created, im- 
mortal and inviſible Spirit, that can be fo 
groſs as to believe it is of this World roo? 
If ot of this, then of ſome other World; 
of this it cannot be, for this World is Vit- 
ble, Material and Corruptiblez but the Soul 
is Inviſible, Immaterial and InCorruptible: 
Truly I ſhould think R. B. Cannot be 
ſo groſs, as to think otherwiſe, if he believes 
Man to have an Immortal Soul.. He goes 
on, adding more words of #, P's, viz. By 
the Body the Soul looks into, and bebolds this 
World; and by the Ward it beholds. God, the 


ments thus ; So that the World without end, and 
God, are with him Terms Synonimons | Which 
by the way is fallly inferred ] and of this end- 
leſs World, it's | with him | @ part of Man's 
Compoſition; his Soul is of its Eſſence, and behold 
its being a-kin to God, not only by a Relation, but 
in Subſtance. Oh ! falſe Comment, and no- 
table Reaſon for leaving the Quakers ; it 1s 
much thar Men will expoſe their Envy 1o 
apparently : Let us conlider #. P's Words, 
and then, without any difficulty, we ſhall 
diſcern the difingenuity of this Adverlary, 
and the falſene(s of the Comment: Firſt let 
us obſerve, tho' .P. do ſay, Man's Soul 1s 


of the other World ; yet he doth not 4 
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The other World is God, or that God and 
the other World are one and the ſame 
thing; fo thar except R. B. Can make it 
pear, thar I. P. believes che other World, 
znd God, to be one and the ſame, he argues 
0 no purpoſe; and all the fine Glols and 
Guilt, with which he would beſpatter 77. P. 
will fall as Dung upon his own Face, as 


well as the dull and apparent Sophiſtry, 


which he would father upon us, will a 
car deal of it fall to his Share, ro account 
r; neither will it all vindicate his abuſe of 

F. Peng and others. And as impertinent is 

he in making thoſe words he Quores (our of 

Judas and theFews,p.130.) adeſCription of God, 

md of the Soul of Man, it being a part of him, 

from W. P's there ſaying, The new diſperſed 

Flock of God ſhall reſt with him in that World, 

which never had Beginning, and is without End. 

Where do we find ſuch a Deſcription of the 

foul in theſe Words? The words carped ar, 

vis, That World which never had beginning, may 
teallowed by the Ingenuous, as figuratively 
expreſſed ; as That World is put for Erernal Life 


1n Heaven, Luke 20. 35. They that be counted. 


worthy to enjoy that World ;, by the World, eter- 

u Life is here intended * it being 

only a Tranſ{murcation, as berween — 

he Cauſe and the 1 fled. Behold ! {2en;P* 

What a weighty Reaſon this is for 

R B. his leaving our Society: But at the 

te he wrangles, he may even faulr rhe 
| , very 
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very Dottrine of our Lord, that becauſe he 
rold: the Phariſees, that the Kingdom. of Heaven 
was within them, that he thereby, deſtroyed 
the Kingdom of Heaven without. I think 
it is time to remind him of what he writ 
in 1694. in our Vindication, Suppoſing ( ſays 
he) there may have been Jome defett in Expreſ. 
on, by which means the matter bas not heen' left 
ſo well guarded againſt the exceptions of maliciow 
'Cavillers, who, no doubt (were it not for the ge- 
neral Authority of the holy Scriptures) would be 
as ready to make their exceptions againſt many 
Sentences or Expreſſions therein alſo. But R, B, 
making God, and the World without end, terms 
Synonimous with W. P. for want of the 
word and, before the World without end, 
ſhows himſeif now to be turned a malicious 
Caviller. Would one have thought, that 
this Man would have himſelf become herein 
ſo quickly guilty ? What he quotes out of 
W. Þ's Book, called Fudas and the Fews, is 
one with this above, ſo needs no other an- 
{wer. And to his inſinuating that G. F. held 
that Notion, of the Souls being a part of God, 
is already anſwered ( by abler Pens, as G. ///. 
and F. W.) ſo I need not ſay any thing there- 
to. He returns to W. P. again,touching I#.P's 
Anſwer to Jobnu Faldo, concerning the Re- 
ſurre&ion of the Body ; if I take for granted 
what R. B. quotes as . P's Anſwer, not ha- 
ving the Book by me,, I do ſay, WV. P. an- 
ſwered wiſcly, and did well to put by 


his 
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his Antagoniſt as he did ; for I find thatthofe 
that define fo nicely, often run themſelves 
into Contradictions, evenG. K. is ſcarce clear 
in this particular ; as for Inſtance, G. XK. ſays, 
in his Teſtimony againſt that abſurd Opinion, 
page 3. and That which riſesis the Mortal, that 
outs 08 Immortality , and the Corruptible, (that 
qutteth on; | Incorruption. Now Paul lays, 1t is 
(rn a natural Body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual Body, 
it is ſown in Corrup:ion, it is raiſed in Incorrupti- 
m; ſo that G. K. and Paul ſeems to affert two 
things ; G. K. ſays, that which riſes is the 
Mortal and Corruptible; and Paul ſays, that it 
s raiſed Spiritual and Incorruptible, Would nor 
R. B, account this an Error in a Quaker ? 
Belides, #/. P's words are ſafe, for ncither do 
| remember any Text of Scripture that ſays 
in expreſs words, of a Body having the ſame 
Matter, and not the ſame Groſnels, &c. bur 
that F/. P. is Sound in the Faith, as well as 
we, is clear ; ſee his Key, where he thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf on our behalf as well as his 
own ; Inthis (lays he) alſo (3. e.) the Quakers 
are groſly abuſed. They deny not, but believe the 
RelurreCtion according to Seripture, not only from 
Sin, but alſo from the Grave 1, but are conſcienci- 
uſt, not contumelioufly Cautious in expreſſing the 
manner of the ReſurreCtion intended in the Change, 
becauſe it is left as a Secret in the Scripture. Are 
Pcople angry with them for not believing or 
alerting what is hidden, and which is more 
Curious than neceſſary ro be known ; and 

which 
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which-the ObjeCtors themſelves cannot be pq- 

firivein'? Tbou Fool, is to the curious inquirer, 

as faich the Apoſtle, which makes the Qua- 

kers contented with rhat Body which it ſhall 

pleaſe God to give them; being aſſured, that 

cheir Corruptible muſt pur on Incorruption, 

and that their Mortal muſt put on Immorrali- 

ty, but in ſuch manner as it pleaſeth him. 

And inghe mean time, they eſteem it their 

Duty, as well as Wiſdom, to acquieſce in his 

boly Will. . It is enough they believe a Re- 

ſurre&ion, and thar of a Glorious and Incor- 
ruptible Body, wichour further nicities, for 
to that was the antient Hope. Paſſing by his 
Inference touching the Body of Chriſt, be-- 
cauſe of his following Query : Fur, as he ſays, 
be could not obtain a plain and poſitive Anſwer 
thereto from [everal of our Friends, appointed to 
hear his Reaſons for declining our Meetings ; and 
leaſt he ſhould blame me too, I will firlt 
place the Query, and then give a poſitive and 
plain Anſwer with little trouble. 

Query, Whether our Lord Feſus Chriſt is now 
in Heaven above, or without us, in the true and 
entire Neture of Man glorified, the ſame for Sub- 
ffance which he had on Earth, and for ever to 
core united to the Godhead ? An{wer, Yea. What 

be ſays of finding it fully and ſafely exprefled 

in the Articles of the Church of England, 1 

think it is as fully and as ſafely expreſſed in 

the Apology, in che Quotation I have brought 


I 
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I come'now to his laſt, which is couching 
aLetter writ by G. Whitebead, to his Fathier- 
in-law, and G. #"s Brother-in-taw, he gives 
us ſome part. of G. #'s Letter, as well as a 
Copy of hisown Anſwer, requeſting a meet- 
ing. with G.,W. im order that G, W. might 
make good what he had infinuated againſt 


him to: 'bis Father-in-law. (as he ſays) bur- 


G. W. giving him no ſuch Mceting, he was 
willing to expoſe it ro the publick. As to 
the Letters, it being a private Concern be- 
wween them two, I have nothing further co 
fay, than this, That G. W. was under afimple 
impoſlibiliry to offer him a Meeting; for till 
G.W. ſaw his Letter in Print, he kriew no- 
thing of it ; wherefore R. B. ought cither to 
have taken more care in ſending his Letter, 
or when he was in London, to have gone to 
G.W. ſo he has no cauſe to Glory, as tho? 
G. W. declined to give him a Meeting; it is 
nothing bur an empty Flouriſh, 

Having thus briefly gone through R. B's 
whole Paper of his wonderful Reafons , for 
leaving us, hoping I have not omitred any 
thing that might in the leaſt require my no- 
tice; withall, both modeſtly dereCting - his 
Envy, and alſo ſhewing the Soundneſs of our 
Faith, in oppoſition to his falſe Charges ; 


\ Whereby, as 1 doubt not bur the Impartial 


Enquirer will -meet with ſatisfaction, and 
plainly ſee, thar ir is more Envy than real 


\ Matter, char thus Influences our Adverfaries ; 
hoping _ 


hn - _ (ee en nn OO a ts 


hoping withal (tho" bleſſed-be'God; Ir hit 


- - þe his holy Name.” 


People of God, and come! ro tre: Repens 
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only hopes, but we ſee evidently; thar its 
true in Fa&) thar the very nieans:our Ad 
verfaries uſe to- revenge themſelves! upon us 
curnst0 our advantage ; forthereby oo 
ber - 2nd "Enquiring are the Hoe f 
ro £xamine ''imto' the | Trarh* of. Marrers;a 

G6d. is' daily zadding ro-his Church, Te: 


' Now, for a' Concluſio jon, 1 Fails ai 
R. B. may ceaſe to envy/the Children and 


rance;  for:I amv heartily forry fok him: ."$ 
wich the words/ithat he was pleafed: to add 
tothis Uncle, ,G. Whitehead's Letter; ſhalla 
prefenct leave him, © Prov. -26: 126,12 72 Hh 
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